'THE FIELD AFAR 


DEVOTED TO THE INTEREST OF CATHOLIC MISSIONS 


‘DILIGENTIBUS DEUM, OMNIA COOPERANTUR “TO THOSE WHO LOVE GOD, ALL THINGS 
IN BONUM.”—Rom. viii. 28. WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD.” 


ENTERED aT Post Orrice, Boston, Mass., As SECOND-CLAss Marrer. 


——S>>==— 
| 


BOSTON, MAY, 1907. || Pele 50 Cents a Year 


Published Bi-monthly 





WEL Ms. | 





TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Editorial Page - - - - ; 2-3 A NewPrimerinChina - - - 9 Protestant Missions- - - 
Valued Tributes - - - - - 3-4 SourcesofSupply - - - - to Our Young Apostles - - - - - 
In the Homes of Martyrs - - 5-6 Some Interesting Letters - . tr Propagation of the Faith - - - - 
The Viscountess de St. Jean - 7 Apostolic Vocations - - - 12 ContributionBox - - - - += - - 
Notesand Comments - - - 8 John Baptifaud - - - - - 12 Chinese Proverbs, Advertisements - 


Own && N 





Lendl on on Ae oe 
| 


| 
| 
| 





A STUDY IN FIGURES 











CHIH-L, 
21.999.000 
0.197419 
PR 8. 500 





21500000 


KANSU 


AN HUY NIGAEIATE 
KIANGSU F Ki aANGNAN 


C.15 2.873 
7 P6.250 


ae 9° 
YUNNAN /¥ \ 0 


7.000:000 


Cc.” Catholic * 
PR Protestant. 




















(Map of China, Prepared for THe Fieto Arar) 

A diagram, somewhat like the above, appeared in the Literary Digest of February 2, 1907, giving ‘‘the 
total population and the number of communicant Protestant Christians in each province of China.’ In the 
accompanying drawing which has been carefully prepared for THe Fietp AFAR, we have added to each province 
the number of Catholics according to the latest statistics compiled by Father de Madrey, S. J. The increase of 
Catholics throughout China during last year is reckoned to be nearly 90,000. 
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THE FIELD AFAR is an illustrated bi- 
monthly paper, designed to interest all 
classes of people in Catholic Missions. 
Its subscription price is fifty cents a year in 
advance. 

New Subscriptions may begin at any time during 
the year. 

Payment for the Field Afar, when sent by mail, 
may be by Postoffice Money Order, Express Money 
Order, Check or Registered Letter. Payment to 
strangers, unless to a duly authorized canvasser, 
is at the subscriber's risk. 


Stamps or Silver will be received but, if sent 
through the mail, are at the sender’s risk. 


Always give the name of the Postoffice to which 
you wish to have your paper sent. 


Letters should be addressed and orders made pay- 
able to Rev. James ANTHONY WaALsH, 
62 Union Park St., Boston, Mass. 


THE FIELD AFAR is published by the Catholic 
Foreign Mission Bureau of Boston. 





THE knowledge of Christ must go to 
men through men. 
+ + 


HE Catholic Foreign Mission Bu- 
reau of Boston is made up of 
several priests who are assisting the 
Boston Diocesan Director of the So- 
ciety for the Propagation of the 
Faith in a movement to spread a 
knowledge of Catholic missionary 
work and workers. Besides issuing 
Tue Fietp Arar, this Bureau pub- 
lishes the letters of Théophane Vén- 
ard under the title ‘A Modern 
Martyr,”’ which has reached its fourth 
thousand; and ‘“‘Thoughts from Mod- 
ern Martyrs” which includes brief 
sketches of Théophane Vénard, Just 
de Breteniéres and Henrie Dorie, 
with sentences from the writings of 
each. 

Lately the Bureau has brought out 
for our French-speaking Catholics 
an illustrated edition of the life of 
Pierre Chanel, (Blessed),—the first 
martyr of Oceanica. This is a book 
of three hundred and seventy-five 
pages, written by Fr. Nicolet. It 
has sixteen half-tone reproductions 
and is very tastefully bound in blue 
cloth stamped in gold. 


+ + 


[\ an interesting letter received since 

our last issue, Bishop Gabriels ques- 
tions the figures from which our dia- 
gram of the earth’s population was 
drawn. These figures were taken 
from statistics printed by the late 
Michael Mulhall of Ireland, and 
gave a total of 1846 millions, includ- 
ing 236 million Catholics; 1400 mil- 
lions were classified ‘‘as still in ab- 
solute darkness concerning the reve- 
lation of Jesus Christ.’’ 

Bishop Gabriels takes a more con- 
servative estimate, based especially 
on Bartholomew and the Royal 
Geographical Society, placing the 
earth’s population between 1440 and 
1487 millions; then reckoning the 
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number of Christians,—good, bad 
and indifferent, schismatics and her- 
etics, he believes that the follow- 
ing is a conservative estimate: 


Europe . .  . 400 millions 
No. America, at the very 
re, Se oo a 
So.America .. . 35 “ 
Africa ‘efer 5 
Asia including the Philip- 
es ces “at ate My 
Australasia ee 5 re 
Total number of Chris- 
tians 547 3 


Making allowance for a less conser- 
vative reckoning, a generous esti- 
mate would give about 1000 millions 
of people still unacquainted with 
Christianity. This, as the bishop 
adds, “‘is still a confounding number, 
but less discouraging’’—than 1400 
millions. 

+ + 

A CALIFORNIA priest, writing 

from Eastern Asia to the Los 
Angeles Tidings, regrets the lack of 
missionaries and means in Corea and 
elsewhere in the East? He remarks 
that Protestants, with plenty of funds 
at their disposal, are reaping a rich 
harvest, and expresses his ‘‘fear that 
our wealthy Catholics in the United 
States do not take sufficient interest 
in the propagation of the gospel in 
pagan countries.” 

There are some wealthy Catholics 
to be found in this country who would, 
we believe, if made aware of the cry- 
ing need in the far East, give with 
a lavish hand. It is our experience, 
however, that the Catholic Church, 
in its effort to evangelize the world, 
must depend for means as it depends 
for its apostolic laborers, not so much 
upon the wealthy as upon the poor 
and middle classes. Doubtless this 
is providential. To the poorest of the 
poor is extended the privilege of co- 
operating with God in the salvation 
of souls. If Catholic people can be 
made to understand the opportuni- 
ties which in the the field afar await 
our missionaries, and can be brought 
to realize the heroic struggle which 
men and women, almost unaided, 
save by the grace of God, are making 
for souls, they will not withhold the 
necessary support. The duty of the 
hour is that of instruction. 


-. > 

... L will send of them that shall be 
saved to the Gentiles of the sea, ... to 
the islands afar off, to them that have 
not heard of me and have not seen my 
glory ... And they shall bring all your 
brethren out of all nations for a gift to 
the Lord. —Isaias. 








N exemplary Catholic young wo- 

man who is occupied as instructor 
at a celebrated Woman’s College in 
Massachusetts, wrote to this Office 
several months ago as follows:— 


. . It has been for many years the 
custom among the Protestant girls at this 
College to have what are known as Mission 
Study Classes in which they can discuss the 
work of the Protestant churches among the 
heathen. I have been asked to take a class 
on Catholic missions. 

The particular motive of these classes is 
to inspire the girls to do actual work when 
they leave college. As Protestants have an 
abundance of material from which to draw, 
there are usually about ten classes,—each 
occupied with a special part of the world. 
With us Catholics it will be quite different. 
By giving the girls what information we 
can get, we hope to show them how great 
the work of the Church is, to make them 
want to keep in touch with that work and 
to give it their hearty support whenever an 
opportunity affords, now or later. The 
schedule as planned is as follows: 

1st.—The preparation of priests and nuns 
for the work. 

2nd.—Mission Orders and the Field of 
Work. 

3rd.—Nature of the work done. 

4th.—Collection and _ distribution of 
Funds. 

Will you tell me where I can get any in- 
formation (in English, French or Latin) 
bearing on these lines of thought? And 
will you kindly send me some pamphlets 
concerning the Society for the Propagation 
of the Faith? Who knows but that the 
little work we do here may be the begin- 
ning of greater efforts in later life. . . .” 





This letter received at once the 
recognition which it properly de- 
served, and what co-operation could 
be given to the class has not been 
withheld. In a future issue of THE 
Fretp Arar the Mission Class pro- 
grdm, as actually carried out, will 
be given, for the edification of our 
readers and as an encouragement to 
form similar classes elsewhere. 


+ + 


HE West African Mail recently 
lamented the lack of knowledge 
on the subject of ethnology. Itsays 
that ‘“‘neither our administrators, nor 
merchants nor missionaries ever make 
a serious study of the people among 
whom they are working. Yet this 
and political economy, are subjects 
that every administrator at all events 
should be efficient in.”’ 

Of course the primary work of 
missionaries is to harvest souls, but 
no class of people has had a better 
chance to gain accurate information 
in the field of ethnology than the 
Catholic missionary and he has cer- 
tainly improved his opportunity. 
The Catholic missionaries of the 16th, 
17th and 18th centuries might have 
justly boasted that they laid the 
foundation of many branches of 
science. Their books of travel, giv- 
ing systematic and comprehensive 
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expositions of the lives and charac- 
teristics of various peoples, like the 
grammars and dictionaries which 
they prepared, are recognized to- 
day as classical sources of informa- 
tion. In the r9th century, and we 
may add, the 2oth, valuable data has 
been provided by priests, some of 
whom have themselves prepared 
the material for publication, while 
others have placed it at the dis- 
posal of specialscholars. The names 
of Fr. Armand David, Mgr. Biet, Frs. 
Mussot, Dabenard and others, are 
well known, to European scientists at 
least. 

A new magazine, Anthropos, now 
publishes regularly the results of la- 
bors effected by Catholic missionaries 
along the lines of Ethnology, Anthro- 
pology, Philology, and Ethnography. 

=~ = 

{ERE is Fr. John Fraser, our good 
Canadian missionary now in 
China, writing from far away Ning- 
Po, to urge the young men of Ireland 
to take up again the roll of apostles. 
In earlier days the apostolic spirit 
made that little island a source of 
blessings not only for its inhabitants, 
but for strangers beyond the seas who 
had never heard of Jesus Christ. 
Father Fraser’s letter appears in St. 
Joseph’s Sheaf, an admirable little 
quarterly which is published in Kings- 
town, Ireland, and is a stirring appeal 
—not only to the Seminarians in 
Ireland but, we may as well admit 
it, to our own in America. We quote 

some extracts :— 

It is whispered in the ears of Irish Semin- 
arists that China is for other nationalities 
but not for the sons of Erin. It can be no 
one else but the devil who invented such 
an un-Catholic idea. He fears to be dis- 
turbed at his great oriental feast in which 
he receives incense and offerings from hun- 
dreds of millions, and gorges himself at his 
ease on their immortal souls. He is restless 
at the very thought of the sons of St. Pat- 
rick, children of martyrs, offspring of saints 
coming here. He gives specious reasons 
why they should not come—‘‘ They cannot 
live in China; the language is hard; they 
are not wanted ; they are needed elsewhere.” 
But let not the young men who feel them- 
selves called to China be deceived by this 
father of lies, who changes himself into an 
angel of light to lead them astray. 

Do not be afraid. China is not the land 
it used to be; she seeks no longer to crush 
the foreigner; she knows that he has come 
to stay, and now her whole desire is to get 
possession of his knowledge and imitate his 
perfections. Come, then, soldiers of the 
Cross, and let not English-speaking gold- 
seekers be in advance of you and put you 
to shame. 

And will you be acceptable, not only to 
the Chinese who are stretching out their 
hands to you and calling upon you to come 
quickly’and save them, but also to the mis- 
sionaries who are already in the field? Cer- 
tainly you will. I can vouch for our pro- 
vince of Che Kiang which is administered 
by’a mixed clergy of secular and regular 
priests, all living in great peace and con- 


cord. And how are you to realize your de- 
sire to become a missionary in China? It is 
very simple. Apply directly or through 
me toour Bishop, Paul Marie Reynaud, 
Ning-po, China, and get accepted. At 
Shanghai I (or another priest) will be at the 
wharf to meet you. We will sail in another 
large steamer for Ning-po, and be landed 
at the very door of the Bishop’s palace 
where you will be received with open arms 
by his Lordship, who will make you feel at 
home and attend to your every want. And, 
oh! how happy you will be under his direc- 
tion! Do not then be frightened—the 
priests are all like brothers, and all, both 
secular and religious, lead an ordinary secu- 
lar parish priest’s life—the people are kind 
and gentle and extremely polite to foreign- 
ers. The Government puts no obstacles in 
the way of propagation; we can preach 
anywhere, buy and build as much as we 
wish, and teach in our schools what we 
please. The climate is mild and healthy. 
The language can be learned well enough 
to preach in a few months. All that you 
will be required to do is to lead the life of a 





Fr. JOHN M. FRASER 


good secular priest. If anyone is thinking 
of coming I shall be most happy to cor- 
respond with him. 
J. M. FRASER, 
NinGpo, CHINA. Apos. Miss. 
P.S.—Our province is on the coast, and 
half way between the extreme north and 
extreme south of China. The climate is 
about the same as that of Ireland. It hasa 
population of over 20,000,000, with only 
24,000 Catholics scattered through several 
hundred cities and towns. There are 
thousands of cities and towns into which a 
missionary has never yet entered. 


J. M. F. 


>+- + 
WANTED.—Back numbers of the 
first and second issues of The Field 
Afar. These issues were quickly ex- 
hausted and several applications are 
now on file which we are anxious to 


supply. 


APPRECIATIONS. 


In the last issue of THE FIELD AFAR 
we printed cn this page some appre- 
ciations of the periodical itself as 
as also of the books published by 
the ““Bureau.”” These appreciations, 
which were read with interest by 
many friends of the world-wide cause, 
have since been supplemented by. 
others, some of which we give be- 
low :— 


DEAR FATHER WALSH :— 


‘“‘T have just seen a copy of the Field 
Afar, and I wish to send you my best 
wishes for its success, and my con- 
gratulations on your courage and en- 
terprise. I hope it will do much to 
develop the spirit of missionary work 
in America. 

Faithfully yours in Christ,”’ 
Joun J. Burke, C.S. P., 
[Ed. Catholic World.] 


Fr. Doyle’s Kind Word. 

The Field Ajar of the missions is in- 
tensely attractive to men and women in 
whose hearts burn the divine flame for 
soul saving. It blossoms with the rarest 
flowers of Christian heroism. The study 
of the lives of the Missionaries who have 
hallowed the field of Missionary endeavor 
by their labors, their sacrifices and their 
blood, is inspiring. We American Catho- 
lics are glad to have the stories of the 
heroic Missionary endeavor brought before 
us insistently and constantly. 

For this reason the new illustrated 
paper, The Field Afar, will be of the high- 
est value. Its publication is the sign as 
well as the measure of the awakening 
Missionary spirit in this country. 

God speed this good work. 

The inclosed check from the Apostolic 
Mission House will any how be a token 
that our hearts are with you. 

Very sincerely yours, 
A. P. DoyLe, 
Rector Apostolic Mission House. 

From the Supr. White Fathers, Quebec. 

Please accept my sincere congratu- 
lations on the beautiful first number 
of the Field Afar. I have read it all 
through and found it excellent. I 
wish you thousands and thousands of 
subscribers. My ardent wish is, too, 
that your good publication may cause 
many apostolic vocations to shoot in 
American soil and come up and grow 
and bear fruit in the ‘‘field afar.’ 
And I hope that in a few years we 
shall have to thank God and you, too, 
dear Father, for the phalanx of Ameri- 
can missionaries that your paper will 
will have raised up. Later on it will 
be good indeed that some of your 
country-men know the object of the 
Quebec House and I hope that some 
too will join the White Fathers. We 
have already an American among our 
Uganda missionaries (from Holyoke, 
Mass.), and his young brother is here, 
and will start for Africa next 
Autumn. va 
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A MODERN MARTYR. 

““A Modern Martyr”’ is now in its 
fourth thousand and may be found in 
almost every state of the Union, as 
well as in Canada. It has crossed the 
seas to England and France, has been 
used as spiritual reading at one of the 
American Colleges in Rome, has found 
its way to China, Tonquin, Japan, 
and Africa, meeting everywhere the 
welcome which the charming and 
beautiful letters of Théophane Vénard 
deserve. 

‘““A Modern Martyr has attracted 
children almost as much as a story- 
book. Miss Alice J. Stevens, who con- 
ducts the Children’s Page in the Los 
Angeles Tidings, says of it: 

“IT wish it were possible for all my. chil- 
dren, young and old, to read this book, 
which so beautifully depicts the loveliness 
of character and deep piety of soul of this 
martyred priest, and also shows us that 
he was possessed of many very natural 
human qualities, and that only through 
the grace of our Divine Lord was he able 
to so live that death had no terrors for him. 
Immediately after his ordination to the 
priesthood he went as a missionary to Ton- 
quin at the southeast extremity of China, 
there.to carry the light of God’s living 
truth to the darkened souls of His heathen 
children, but after only seven years of earn- 
est labor in the apostolic field he was be- 
headed for his faith. Truly ‘the blood of 
martyrs is the seed of the church,’ and in 
reading this intensely interesting sketch 
of his labors one is deeply impressed with 
the necessity for laborers in the vineyard. 
I wish my boys and girls would read this 
book, and then think about it. You will 
find it worth while.”’ 


HE Missionary, in its March num- 
ber, published an article on the 
subject of “Replacing Controversy 
by Beautiful Examples of Sanctity.”’ 
This article insisted, and rightly we 
believe, that to win converts, the more 
powerful appeal is to the heart rather 
than to the head. Given a well dis- 
posed soul, and conviction will more 
easily follow. The writer held up the 
letters of Théophane Vénard as a 
model, saying that, if ‘‘in place of the 
contentions, and controversial writ- 
ings of the last century, there had 
been sent forth beautiful lives of 
saintly characters, or brochures illus- 
trating the devotional life of the 
Church, the mass of non-Catholics 
would have been more irresistibly at- 
tracted to the Church.”’ 


Thoughts from Modern Martyrs. 


That this dainty little volume, 
which, as a distinguished artist re- 
marked, ‘‘ one would at least like to 
fondle,”’ is fast winning its way into 
Catholic hearts, may be seen from the 
following tributes which we have se- 
lected for this issue: 


From Archbishop Ireland. 
St. Pau, March 12, 1907. 
I beg leave to thank you for your favor 
in sending me a copy of your beautiful 
book “Thoughts of Modern Martyrs.” 
The book is adapted to awaken in the 
minds of our Catholics, clergy and laity, 
inspirations to works of zeal for the propa- 
gation of the holy faith. It would be well 
if a copy of it were in the hands of every 
priest in the country. 

Very sincerely, 

Joun IRELAND. 


From Lady Herbert. 
BELGRAVE SQUARE. 
Lonpon, 8S. W. 
DEAR FATHER WALSH: 

I am just leaving England for Rome, 
but am delighted to receive your little book 
and shall read it on my way. I see you 
have chosen my favorite missioners for 
your subjects, but Théophane Vénard 
is especially valuable in your life of him 
as a Modern Martyr. Every one is asking 
for it here, and Burns & Oates cannot 
often supply the demand. 

I quite dread going to Paris on my way 
next week: all my best friends are exiled 
and gone. America, I think, is taking the 
place of ‘‘La fille ainée de 1’Eglise,”’ 

Asking for your prayers, believe me, 

Yours most sincerely, 
M. E. HERBERT. 


From Other Sources. 

‘Both Mrs. B. and I have already found 
it helpful,’’ writes a well-known Congrega- 
tionalist minister, ‘“‘and it is one of those 
books which we shall keep on our devo- 
tional shelf to use during those hours when 
the soul seeks for upbuilding of its own 
personal faith.” 

“The little book is an inspiration,” 
writes a Paulist Father. “It is positively 
frightening, but on that account just the 
thing we need to make us shut our mouths 
agaist complaints and to make us feel like 
crawling away when someone speaks of the 
‘sacrifice’ and the ‘hard work’ in our 
lives. Thanks again—and it goes without 
saying that I wish you immense success in 
your work.” 


“Tam not going to delay longer, writes 


Mother Paul of Uganda, tothank you 
for the privilege and pleasure your 


kindness has given us. The book is in all 
respects deserving the praise spoken of it 
by those whose judgment is sound and 
true. So to them I leave the matter. But 
I do not think there are many who could 
appreciate its inner tone as we, who are 
far away from home, and in the same kind 
of work which attracted Théophane Vén- 
ard! It is full of lessons, which, I pray 
God, the spirit of Théophane Vénard may 
guide us in learning for ourselves to our 
spiritual profit. I am deeply grateful to 
you for putting such a book on the shelf 
where we seek our spiritual reading.”’ 

From Donahoe’s Magazine. 

(A ‘‘Modern Martyr’’ and Thoughts.) 

Few books published in recent years 
have met with the instant and deep appre- 
ciation that marked the publication of 
‘‘A Modern Martyr,’’ a book that once 
read cannot be forgotten. Therefore, on 
opening Father Walsh’s latest volume the 
reader will turn first to “Thoughts” from 
Théophane Vénard, and read again the 
expressions of true, sweet and cheerful 
piety gleaned from the sayings of the mar- 
tyr. A brief sketch of the life of Father 
Vénard prefaces the “Thoughts,” and a 
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sixteen pages of up-to-date missionary 
news, well-printed and finely illus- 
trated. 


If you are already a subscriber, 
will you help to add to our list by 
suggesting a name? 








similar plan is followed in the selections 
from the sayings of Henry Dorie and Just 
De Breteniéres. 

The Catholic public is indebted to the 
Director of the Propagation of the Faith 
for this volume,—beautiful both in con- 
tents and form,—which cannot fail to 
lift the mind from sordid cares to a higher 
plane of living. 

From The Lamp. 
(An Anglo-Roman Monthly.) 

As bracing as the wind upon the moun- 
tain tops are these Thoughts, telling of 
the faith and entire consecration of three 
young French priests, who, sent out by 
the “Missions Etrangéres”’ of Paris, laid 
down their lives after a few years of work 
in the Far East. Théophane Vénard (be- 
headed in Tonquin, 1861), Just de Bre- 
teniéres and Henri Dorie (beheaded in 
Corea in 1866), are the hallowed names. 
A short sketch is given of the life of each, 
followed by thoughts from letters and 
diaries, revealing the saintly spirit which 
animated them. One is struck by the fact 
that from the beginning the vocation of 
which each seemed conscious was not sim- 
ply to give themselves to the missionary 
work of the Church, but to give themselves 
to martyrdom. Théophane Vénard at 
the age of nine announced to his family 
that he would die a martyr in China, and 
Henri Dorie wrote, ‘‘Souffrir pour Dieu 
est désormais ma dévise.’’ ‘I wish to give 
myself wholly to our Lord, to work, to 
suffer all my life, and to die for Him and 
the spread of His Kingdom.” And that 
this was no morbid or sentimental fancy 
is shown by the overflowing spirit of joy 
which animates all their sacrifices. As 
Théophane wrote, ‘‘True devotion is na- 
tural, gay, and bright; according to the 
words of St. Paul, ‘Rejoice in the Lord 
always.’” “I am happier in my little 
cabin,’ writes Henri Dorie from Corea, 
“than in the finest presbytery in the 
Vendée; I sit upon my heels like a good 
Corean, and have no cares whatever.” 
No one can read this little book without 
being greatly edified by its truly Christian 
spirit, and the manly courage, the spirit- 
uality and love that it reveals in these 
heroes of the Cross. 

Those who would know more of one of 
the number will enjoy ‘“‘A Modern Mar- 
tyr,” from the same press as the former 
volume. Translated from the French 
originally by Lady Herbert, the present 
edition is revised and enlarged by the 
Rev. James A. Walsh, who visited the 
home of Théophane Vénard and obtained 
from his brother and friends much inter- 
esting matter concerning him. It is a most 
inspiring record of a beautiful life and a 
heroic death. 
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IN THE HOMES OF MARTYRS. 
I, 

T was a chance question that 

brought me to the home of Théo- 
phane Vénard. I had made my sec- 
ond pilgrimage to the Rue du Bac 
in Paris, and one day, while at the 
rear of the chapel, I noticed on the left 
wall an engraved slab commemorat- 
ing this young martyr whose decap- 
itated body rested in the crypt below. 

At lunch, in the mission-house 
that day, I asked if any of Théo- 
phane Vénard’s relatives still sur- 
vived him. The Superior, Father 
Delpech, a former classmate of the 
martyr, informed me that Eusebius, 
to whom many of Théophane’s letters 
were addressed, was a priest attached 
to the Diocese of Poitiers 
as curé of Assais. 

Mélanie, he added, had 
died a nun at Amiens, 


and about Henry he 
knew nothing. 

Eusebius still. alive! 
The little Eusebius so 


frequently mentioned in 
the charming letters of 
this young martyr. Then 
and there I made up my 
mind to visit Assais and 
to greet Eusebius Vé- 
nard, if only for a mo- 
ment. Maps and time- 
tables were searched that 
evening, and after some 
difficulty the village was 
located and the nearest 
railway station found to 
be Airvault on the di- 
rect line between Paris 
and Bordeaux. 

A message was then 
sent to warn good Fa- 
ther Eusebius of the 
trouble ahead of him, 
and the next afternoon, 
when the Paris train, 
after a ride of five hours, 
stopped at Airvault, I 
saw on the platform a 
cassocked individual with a genial 
face, rosy and round, crowned with 
long gray hair which swept back al- 
most to his shoulders from under the 
characteristic broad-brimmed hat of 
the French clergy. It was little Eu- 
esbius, and the good man had driven 
eight kilometers in the hot sun to 
meet this stranger. 

Though dressed quite properly as 
an American priest, my short coat 
deceived the good curé, and a white 
straw hat threw into the shade what- 
ever value might have been attached 
in his eyes to my Roman collar. The 


old gentleman glanced away imme- 
diately in search of some one else, 
but the question of identity was soon 
settled to his satisfaction. 








THE FIELD AFAR 





5 








After mutual greetings we entered 
the cool parlor of the village inn 
which is conducted by a good parish- 
oner, and while refreshments were 
being served, the women of the house 
enjoyed their first view of an Ameri- 
can priest, who evidently impressed 
them as a freak if not as an Indian. 
Our driver had joined us,—a splendid 
type of the prosperous young French 
farmer. His horse was ready and 
mounting the high two-wheeled cart, 
to which the animal was attached, 
we set out on a five-mile drive. 

Leaving the village, we skirted the 
banks of a picturesque river, and 
drove under a vista of splendid trees, 
out upon a slightly elevated plain, 
from which we could count no fewer 





ESUEBIUS VENARD, CURE D’ASSAIS. 
[This photograph was taken by the writer in July, 1906.) 
than seven. churches. 
Assais, the toilers in the field.saluted 
their curé and stared hard at the new 


As we neared 


comer. 
Voila! A turn in the road brought 
us to the church, a dear old building 
in stone and cement, the entrance to 
which seemed lost in mystery. We 
alighted, passed under the arched 
gateway of a high wall and in anothe1 
moment I was standing in the home 
of Eusebius Vénard,—with Henry, 
the aged brother still alive to salute 
the martyr’s client; and Madame, 
the housekeeper, smiling quizzically, 
as she eyed the stranger from head 
to foot. The sight of a real priest in 
citizen’s clothing was evidently quite 
distracting, not to say disedifying | 


’ 


¢ 


to these good people, and the old lady 
was certainly looking at me with sus- 
picion. 

As by this time I had promised 
Father Eusebius to remain several 
days, I decided to relieve the situa- 
tion at once, if possible, so I asked 
for a cassock. Fortunately the curé 
was supplied with two,—one slightly 
green, the other, which he was wearing 
in honor of the occasion, a proper 
black drap d’été. The black one 
went to the visitor, who, to the delight 
of the old “bonne” and M. Henry, 
appeared at the table in cassock, 
cincture and “‘bib,’’-—everything, in 
fact, except a tonsured head, long 
stockings and buckle shoes. 

The dining room, which is also 
used as a living room and study, is 
spacious, if not luxurious, and the 
little centre-table, covered with oil- 
cloth, looked hardly large enough 
for three; but we sat in cosily,—Euse- 
bius, Henry and their guest, while 
Henry’s dog, Kebis, took his place in 
an expectant attitude. 

The “bonne’s”’ face was wreathed 
in smiles, which would certainly have 
been more pronounced were they not 
restrained by the immaculate bonnet- 
strings tied tightly under her chin and 
falling in two*stiff straight lines that 
swayed as she slowly passed between 
the dining-room and her bellows in 
the kitchen. 

But alas for the “bonne.’”’ When 
the sun shines rain may not be far 
off. In her excitement she had for- 
gotten the butter,—an unusual arti- 
cle of diet in the curé’s household; 
she had omitted to set a spoon at the 
stranger’s place; then, —a positively 
unpardonable offence, she took away 
the oil before the curé had fintshed 
dressing the salad. The sun suddenly 
disappeared and the clouds gathered, 
but all that I caught in the howlings 
of the storm were the words, ‘‘ You’ve 
lost your head since this American 
came to the house.’’ Then there was 
a calm, the Curé smiled, Henry gave 
some bread to Kebis, and the old lady 
came in with a look of triumph and, 
—the coffee. 

The meal was over, a pronounced 
success in spite of the flurry, and as 
we passed into the garden, the old 
“bonne” took another sly look 
through the kitchen window and re- 
tired with a new smile as she received 
a profound bow from the visitor. 
Later, while the good Curé was in 
conference with one of his parish- 
oners, she stole out to tell me that 
the pastor was a very good priest 
but ‘a little fussy’ at times. ae 

As the white cap disappeared I. 
turned into the garden path and was 
soon joined by Father Eusebius. He 
spoke of America, of his own country 














and of the Paris Seminary, but every 
few moments his mind would go 
back to his martyred brother and I 
soon discovered that the great re- 
union with this venerable kinsman 
was the underlying current of all his 
thoughts. 

The village was quiet as the tomb 
when my host led the way to the 
guest-chamber. It was a large room 
on the second floor, looking out 
across the courtyard to the church. 
The flooring, of soft wood, was re- 


side the high bed, which was draped 
in its corner,as if for a king. A 
table, three chairs, a 
washstand, and a 
huge cabinet com- 
pleted the furniture. 
Father Eusebius 
looked carefully about 
to see that everything 
was in its place, and 
for a moment I feared 
for the “bonne’’; but 
the inspection re- 
vealed faultless order. 
Even the white night- 
cap was resting on 
the pillow. I may add 
that its folds were not 
disturbed during my 
Visit. 

Satisfied that every- 
thing had been pre- 
pared, Father Euse- 
bius turned towards 
the cabinet—a family 
heirloom, and opened 
it with a key which he 
carried in the pocket 
of his soutane. At his 
request I approached, 
and one by one, he 
took from their places 
the treasures that 
were more to him 
than life itself,—the 
souvenirs of his mar- 
tyred brother, — the 
chalice from which 
Théophane had 
drained his Master’s 
Blood, that he might 
enrich his own and 
thereby offer a fitting libation; books 
of devotion which had nourished his 
soul in the weariness of exile; some 
locks of his precious hair; a few tiny 
bones from his dear body, and pack- 
ages of letters written in his fine deli- 
cate hand. 

The door of the cabinet was closed, 
the lock clicked and the precious key 
went back to its place in the curé’s 
pocket. Then before leaving, Euse- 
bius pointed to three simple frames 
hanging on the walls, telling me that 
they were the original letters written 
from the cage in Tonquin, and wish- 


lieved by a solitary little rug rapes 
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ing me a good night’s rest he left me 
to my own reflections. The wooden- 
soled shoes echoed along the bare 
floors of the corridor and down the 
winding stair-case; a door slammed 
below me, a few moments later I 
heard the shutter close, and all was 
still. I took my candle and held it up 
to the framed letters. One was writ- 
ten evidently with charcoal in coarse 
characters on white cloth; the others 
were traced lightly on a _ reddish 
Chinese paper. 

The last to which I turned was 
addressed to Eusebius himself and 
the words came home to me as if the 


hg 


“’ THE HIGH BED, DRAPED IN ITS CORNER ASIF FORA KING.”’ 


very letters were with 


living blood :— 


streaming 


“My MuCH-BELOVED ONE: 

“Tf I did not write you a few lines for 
your very own self, you would be jealous, 
and I admit, with reason. You deserve it, 
too, for your many lengthy and interesting 
letters to me. It is very long since I have 
heard from you now; and perhaps you are 
already a priest? and—who knows, per- 
haps a missionary? However that may be, 
by the time you receive this letter, your 
brother ‘will be no longer in this bad world 
‘totus in maligno positus.’ He will have 
left it for a better one, where you must 
strive to join him some day. Your brother’s 
head will have fallen and every drop of his 
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blood will have been poured out for God. 
He will have died a martyr! That was the 
dream of my youth! When, asa little man, 
nine years old, I used to take my pet goat 
to browse on the slopes of Bel-Air, I loved 
to devour the life and death of the venera- 
ble Charles Cornay, and say to myself, 
‘And I, too, will go to Tonquin. And I, 
too, will be a martyr!’ Oh, admirable 
thread of Divine Providence, which has 
guided me through the labyrinth of this 
life to the very mission of Tonquin and to 
martyrdom! Bless and praise our good 
and merciful God with me, dearest Euse- 
bius, who has taken such care of His mis- 
erable little servant. ‘Attraxit me, mis- 
eransimei'! sc. 5. And for you, dearest 
little brother, still so young in years, you 
will remain long after me fighting among 
the waves of this troublesome world. 
Guide your ship well. Let prudence take 
the helm; humility the rudder; God be 
your compass, Mary your anchor of hope. 
And then, in spite of the disgust and bit- 
terness which, like a howling sea, will 
sometimes overwhelm you, never be cast 
down. Have confidence in God, and like 
Noah’s ark, swim always above the waters. 

My lamp gives no more light. Good- 
by, my Eusebius, until the day when you 
come to rejoin me in Heaven. 

Your most affectionate brother, 

J. T. Vénarp, Miss Apost.”’ 


te 


5 


bia sae 


Sada 


ee ies 


eat 


THE FIELD AFAR 


7 








VISCOUNTESS de ST. JEAN. 


[The Editor had the pleasure of meeting 
the subject of this article a few years ago. 
The following extracts have been trans- 
lated by a member of the Brighton Semi- 
nary Academia from a eulogistic letter 
written by one of the Missions Etrangéres’ 
family in Paris.] 

“The foundress of the Work for 
Departing Missionaries, (Oeuvre des 
Partants) is no more,’’ writes a priest 
from the Paris Seminary. ‘‘Her death 
is one of the hardest blows that can 
come to us in these days of sadness 
and strife. 

For more than 20 years, the Vis- 
countess de St. Jean, has devoted her 
life to us and her name will remain in- 
timately connected with that of the 
Foreign Missions, as are the 
names of the Duchess d’Aiguil- 
lon, the Countess de Miramion 
and the Baroness de Gargan. 
She began to work for our So- 
ciety in 1884 in answer toa cry 
of distress from Catholic Indo- 
China, which had been stained 
with the blood cf more than 
25,000 Christians. One day she 
came with the Countess de 
Noailles to see Father Pean and 
to offer him their co-operation. 
‘We are very anxious’ they 
said, ‘‘to do something for your 
Seminary; what are its great- 
est needs?’ 

From this good-will was 
born the Oeuvre des Part- 
ants. Under one form or an- 
other this work had existed in 
the 17th and 18th centuries, 
then it had disappeared to be 
re-born and to disappear again ; 
it was to flourish once more, 
as if from its ruins there had 
fallen an invisible germ that 
awaited only a soul to gather 
it up and make it fruitful. 
The Viscountess de St. Jean 
was that soul,—an intimate, 
glowing, vibrating influence. 

On her fell the principal 
share of the organization and 
development of this work for depart- 
ing students. About 50 years old, yet 
retaining all the energy of youth, 
widow of a much-loved and most 
loving husband, mother of three chil- 
dren and tried by the death of the 
youngest, Madame de St. Jean had 
learned to suffer. But it is only a 
commonplace to say that God’s in- 
struments are formed in sorrow. He 
traced a way for her and showed her 
a clear purpose which she followed. 

The Viscountess had all the qualities 
of a foundress ;—exquisite tact, a deli- 
cate charm, a piety so tender and so 
lively that she impressed others by 
her holiness; discretion, admirable 
wit, a spirit of decision in which flexi- 


bility was not wanting, and ceaseless 
activity. Add to these gifts an over- 
flowing enthusiasm. 

She began the work in her apart- 
ments on the Boulevard des Inval- 
ides, and soon won for it the sym- 
pathies of her friends,—the protec- 
tion of the Archbishop of Paris, that 
of the Nuncio of the Sovereign Pontiff, 
and the favor of Leo XIII. 

The name of the work-room, Naza- 
reth, soon became known. For many 
years Mme. de St. Jean never went 
away from this Nazareth. She was 
like a mother watching over her child. 
She had that attractiveness of grace, 
—since the word can mean two things, 
natural and supernatural — which, 





THE LATE VISCOUNTESS DE ST. JEAN. 


without apparent strain, succeeded in 
bringing hearts together, uniting 
minds, and directing wills toward the 
same end. She lavished letters on her 
associates outside the city; short 
notes and long pages were heaped on 
her little table. Thus passed her 


hours and days, broken by visits to. 


her oratory, where her heart poured 
itself out in fervent supplications. 

In 1887 Mme. de St. Jean moved to 
No. 27 Rue de Babylone, adjoining 
the Seminary for Foreign Missions. 
Here she built a little oratory with an 
altar of white and gold, surmounted 
by a lovely statue of the Virgin, 
and dotted with ruby hearts that en- 
closed the names of all the young 


missionaries who had left since the 
beginning of the work. 

The dominant note of Mme. de St. 
Jean’s piety was an extraordinary love 
for the Blessed Virgin. In a feast- 
day letter she wrote: ‘‘I lived all day 
in the heavens; I was near my good 
mother and she told me unutterable 
things,—my heart was overflowing. 
I cannot express to you how much I 
love her and how much she loves me.”’ 
Marie Thérése has left for Heaven; 
I am _ bruised, but what consola- 
tion the Immaculate has accorded 
me! My grand-children are admirable, 
my son-in-law equally so, my daugh- 
ter died like a saint. I remain at the 
foot of the Cross of the Divine Jesus, 
leaning on Mary as she did on 
St. John. My God, be Thou 
blessed for all the crosses Thou 
hast laid on my poor heart, for 
all the thorns with which Thou 
hast torn it. My Mother, my 
good Mother, in exchange for 
my pains you will place me 
near you in Paradise.”’ 

On Tuesday, January 29th, 
Mme. de St. Jean passed part of 
the day ather desk, wrote 
numberless letters, made up 
her daily account, and after 
putting all in order, like a chief 
mortally wounded, but whose 
vigilance leaves nothing un- 
done, she stretched herself on a 
couch in the work-room, her 
field of battles and of victor- 
ies,—and asked for Extreme 
Unction. God and the Blessed 
Virgin called her, the ascent of 
Calvary was about to be ended 
and the repose of Thabor to 
commence. ‘‘My God,” said 
the dying woman, with an ex- 
pression of ineffable loveliness, 
“My God”... And her lips 
closed on the word of happy 
tenderness, of the last sacrifice 
which opened for the Found- 
ress of the Oeuvre des Partants 
the supreme happiness and 
gave her the recompense of her un- 
tiring zeal, and of her incomparable 
devotion to the apostolate.”’ 


Are you a member of the world-wide or- 
ganization known as the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith? Its value as an 
aid to the extension of Christian faith is in- 
calculable, but to you individually it will 
bring graces which may prove indispen- 
sable. Can you afford not to take some 
share in the evangelization of the world? 


+ + 


If you can read French send to the 
Bureau for the interesting story of Pierre 
Chanel, beatified by the Church as the first 
martyr of Oceanica. This is a life of in- 
tense interest and is most attractive in 
form, The price postpaid is $1.15. 
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ORE than 10,000 American, 
English and European works 
have been translated into Chinese. 
HE authorities in China have a 
polite way of inviting a man to 
commit suicide. They send him a 
silken cord—he does the rest. 


jt is said that twenty thousand 
Chinese students are pursuing ad- 
vanced modern courses of study, and 
some five thousand common schools 
have in recent years been started in 
the Province of Quang-Tung. 
N a Shanghai cemetery there are 
some tombs of missionaries. On 
a large rock which closes each en- 
trance are inscribed in European and 
Chinese characters the name, age and 
country of the dead priest,—the date 
of his entrance into religion, of his 
arrival in China, and of his burial. 





CHINESE Catechist reports that 

a large number of infants, some 

in good health, others half dead from 

exposure, are often found lying by 

the roadside in his district. Some- 

times the abandoned child has a sum 

of money concealed in its clothes. 

In this way the less hard-hearted 

parent makes an attempt to provide 
for the little one’s sustenance. 


REPORTS from the famine district 

in China are still discouraging. 
People are eating the green scum 
from the ponds, white clay and the 
hulls of rice. Many hundreds of in- 
fants have been left to die. For the 
first time in history steamboats have 
been placed above the locks on the 
Grand Canal, and the transportation 
of food has been greatly facilitated. 
The Propagation of the Faith Office 
will gladly forward relief to these poor 
people. Already several donations 
have been received through the col- 
umns of the Boston Pulot. 





HE mission in South Shantung 
has just celebrated its Silver 
Jubilee. The last census gives the 
number of Catholics in this mission 
as 35,378, and catachumens as 36,367, 
among a population of 12,000,000. 
The records of the mission say that 
g,000 Catholics died during the last 
twenty-five years and that more than 
100,000 were baptized just before 
death. At present there are 46 Eu- 
ropean missionaries and 12 Chinese 
priests laboring in the vicariate 


‘T HE White Fathers of Africa are 

engaged in the very laudable 
work of freeing from slavery chil- 
dren and adults whom war and 
private feuds send by the thousands 
to cruel pagan masters. Real slav- 
ery exists, despite the fact that civil- 
ized powers have abolished the slave 
mart. This latter is the only feat- 
ure wanting to complete the misery of 
old-time slavery. The White Fath- 
ers have already liberated many and 
say that the deliverance of all is only 
a question of money. 





MISSIONARY in Ceylon ought 
not to be very lonely. “At 
night,”” we read in The Sheaf, ‘‘bats, 
spiders, serpents, rats, crickets, and 
crows, perching in the cocoa-trees, 
keep up a fine concert. The rats 
squeal as they fight the serpents. 
These, in turn, hiss loudly, while crick- 
ets chirpand crows croak incessantly.”’ 
Remark the difference: In Ceylon, 
when the natives wish to compliment 
a missionary, they often present him 
with a bouquet of flowers (which they 
usually gather in his own garden); or 
else with a lemon, which is considered 
there a mark of great respect. 

In the same country a young man, 
who may be very much attached to 
his wife, will beat her repeatedly — 
simply to enrage his mother-in-law. 





HE study of a foreign language is 

obligatory in the secondary and 

high schools of Japan. Through- 

out the Empire English is taught. 

By exception, in the Lyceum at To- 
kio, German is preferred. 


HE Emperor of Japan is now fifty- 

four years old. He was only two 
years of age when the ports of Japan 
were opened to the world by Com- 
modore Perry of the United States 
Navy. He can trace back his an- 
cestry for two thousand five hun- 
dred and sixty-seven years, and, ac- 
cording to the Japanese, he springs 
from a long line of gods, who were 
descendants of the sun—goddess. 
The present Japanese Constitution 
declares that “‘the Emperor is heaven- 
descended, divine and sacred. His 



















































THOUGHTS FROM 
MODERN MARTYRS 


This dainty volume contains se- 
lected thoughts from the letters of 
three young martyr-priest. 

JUST DE BRETENIERES, 
THEOPHANE VENARD, 
HENRI DORIE. 

Each series of thoughts is prefaced 
by a brief and interesting account of 
the martyr’s life, told by Fr. Walsh, 
who has visited in France the homes 
and relatives of these three priests. 


The book has 120 pp., printed in 
new Century type, on India tint paper. 
It is illustrated with photogravures of 
the three martyrs and is exquisitely 
bound in cloth or leather. 

Price, postpaid, in Cloth, 75 cents; 
in Leather, $1.00. 


From the Boston Advertiser. 

‘To those whose minds are monopo- 
lized by material activities of the 
strenuous life martyrdom is some- 
thing suffered by saints of ancient or 
mediaeval ages. But every age has 
its martyrs, its living sacrifices and 
its heroic dead. Sometimes they are 
soldiers under the Catholic cross and 
sometimes they pin their faith to 
Protestant beliefs. But they are all 
true worshippers, men whose immo- 
lation of self may well strengthen 
faltering faith and broaden human 
charity. In his little book entitled 
“Thoughts from Modern Martyrs,” 
the Rev. James A. Walsh has collected 
some sayings of three heroic priests. 
Just de Breteniéres, Théophane Vén- 
ard and Henry Dorie. Two were 
beheaded for the faith in Korea, and 
one fell in Tonquin. The spirit ani- 
mating them is illustrated in this re- 
mark credited to de Breteniéres: ‘I 
would blush to ask for martyrdom so 
long as I blushed not to refuse God 
small sacrifices.”’ 

Catholic Foreign Mission Bureau 

62 Union Park St., Boston 





hallowed throne was established at 
the time when the heavens and ‘the 
earth became separated. He is pre- 
eminent above all his subjects. The 
law has no power to hold him ac- 
countable to it.’ 
N enthusiastic and fervent Jap- 
anese Catholic recently said to a 
priest “that Japan would be quickly 
converted if English-speaking priests 
were engaged in the work. Preachers 
in English would always have a large 
and intelligent audience.’’ The priest 
adds, that, while due allowance must 
be made for the enthusiasmof this 
gentleman, he expresses the opinion 
of a well-read Japanese. 
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A NEW PRIMER IN CHINA. 


HE Chinese are beginning to 
study Christianity in their own 
vast empire and under the authority 
of the Viceroy of Chili (of which 
Pekin is the capital), a small primer 
has been prepared for students, young 
and old. The work has been done 
by two Chinese professors, and 
marks the first popular, systematized 
account of the origin, development 
and influence of Christianity in China. 
After a short description of the 
tenets of Confucianism, and a pass- 
ing reference to the introduction of 
Buddhism and Mohammedanism, the 
primer describes the arrival and 
influence of the Jesuits, the condi- 
tions under which they were allowed 
to propagate the faith, and the re- 
strictions imposed upon them from 
time to time. 

The provisions of the British treaty 
after the opium war are mentioned, 
also the rights of Catholics due to the 
French treaty of 1851. In 1871 re- 
strictions on the spread of religion 
were removed and since that time the 
Catholic religion, so far as affected by 
government legislation, was allowed 
to be practised and taught. 

This primer has been placed in the 
hands of every scholar in the prov- 
ince, but has not been offered for 
sale. It was translated for the North 
China Daily News, published at 
Shanghai, from which the following 
summary was made for THE FIELD 
Arar. The Chinese compilers of the 
Primer have begun with 1581, and 
have, therefore, omitted all reference 
to the earlier propaganda made by 
Catholic missionaries. The dates do 
not always agree with those found 
in other documents, but the series of 
events will make interesting and in- 
structive reading. Here is the sum- 
mary :— 

1581.—An Italian, Fr. Matthew Ricci, 
S.J., entered Shanghai. 

1602.—He went to Pekin and was very 
favorably received by the great officials of 
the Court. Ricci wrote many books ex- 
plaining the doctrines of the Church, which 
were widely circulated. Afterwards the 
preachers of the Faith gradually increased 
and other books were published. The Im- 
perial Board of Astronomy suggested that 
the foreigners, Fathers Diego Pantigo and 
Sabbatin de Ursis should prepare the 
calendar. The faith was also preached at 
Nankin, and a great number of officials 
and people entered the Church. A high 
official petitioned the Emperor to stop this 
and the Emperor sent Fathers Valignano 
and Pantigo back to Canton with instruc- 
tions to return to their own country. The 
two priests went to the Province of Kuang- 
tung; but delayed departure. 

1638.—From Pekin the faith spread to 
each province and chapels were erected 
everywhere. At the end of the Ming 
dynasty, 1638, Christianity had greatly 
prospered and established itself in China. 

1644.—The present dynasty was estab- 


lished. Fathers Schall and Verbresi were 
asked to enter the imperial board of as- 
tronomy. 

1688.—Foreigners were expressly per- 
mitted to establish their Church in Pekin, 
but were forbidden to exhort Chinese to 
become members. 

1670.—Orders were issued against the 
propagation of the faith. 

1718-1719.—Similar orders were given. 

1723.—Foreign teachers were obliged to 
establish themselves at Macao. The 
churches were transformed into imperial 
residences. 

1724.—The Vice-Roy of Liang-Kuang 
reported that Macao was too small for this 
purpose and petitioned to-allow temporari- 
ly the opening of a Roman Catholic chapel 
in Canton. Such as wished could return to 
their own country; others might remain, 
provided they would not secretly propa- 
gate the faith. He also ordered inland 
residents who had embraced the faith to 
abandon it. 

1736.—The propagation of the faith was 
again forbidden under penalty of imprison- 
ment for life. 

1741.—The foreign preachers who had 
been imprisoned were liberated by the Em- 


drawn. Yet it was not clearly stated that 
the Chinese could be allowed to embrace 
Christianity. 

1846.—The Viceroy of Liang Kuang, at 
the petition of some Frenchmen, asked 
that the restrictions against Chinese en- 
tering the Roman Catholic Church be re- 
moved. The matter was referred to the 
Board of Rites, and it was enacted “that at 
the ports, Roman Catholic churches might be 
established and the Chinese become Chris- 
tians.’”’ Yet still it was not clearly stated 
that the propagation should be permitted 
in the interior. 

1859.—Treaties were made with France, 
Russia, England and America. In that of 
France were inserted clauses which per- 
mitted missionaries to preach in the inland 
places, and the officials were required to 
treat them well and to protect them. 

1861.—Another clause was added to the 
treaty with France, requesting an imperial 
edict to be published throughout the Em- 
pire allowing the inhabitants of every 
province to become Roman Catholics and 
missionaries to hire or purchase property. 

1862.—The French minister petitioned 
that Catholics be freed from paying taxes 
in all matters relating to idol worship 
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peror. Such as wished to return to their 
own country were escorted to Canton; the 
others were allowed to reside in their 
chapel at Pekin during good behaviour. 
1812.—New edicts were issued against 
the propagation of the faith and foreigners 
were forbidden to buy or sell property in 
the interior. These instructions were in- 
corporated in the Chinese Code of Laws. 
1842.—Up to this date these laws had 
not been abrogated; from the beginning of 
the dynasty (1644 to 1842) it was an 
offense against the law to propagate the 
faith. Christians could live in China but 
might not spread their faith. The primer 
states that propagation was forbidden, not 
with any intention of controverting the be- 
lief of the foreigners, but ’lest those who 
believed, and the people should be led into 
mutual doubtings, and from that, disturb- 
ances arise. 
1841.—On account of the importation of 
opium, there was a war with England. 
1843.—In the treaty of peace, there was 
a paragraph relating to the propagation of 
the faith, and from which time the restric- 
tions against such propagation were with- 


theatrical performances, or religious cere- 
monies, e. g. processions. This petition was 
granted. 

1871.—The Board of punishment re- 
vised the code of laws, removing all former 
naa against the propagation of the 
aith. 


To the Rev. Pastors, to the Directors of 
Sodalities, to the Superiors of Colleges, 
Schools and Academies and to all others 
who wish to place orders for twenty copies 
and over), of the Bureau Publications, 
the regular trade Discount of Twenty-five 
(per cent. will be allowed. 


Pray ye the Lord of the harvest to 
send forth laborers. Say ‘Thy King- 
dom Come.’ 

+ + 


‘The earth shall be full of the know- 
ledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea.’—Isatas X]I-9. 








10 


THE FIELD AFAR 











THE SOURCES OF SUPPLY. 

“The redeemer came and gave a 
price; He poured out His blood and 
purchased the orb of the earth. Do 
you seek to know what He bought? 
See what He gave. The Blood of 
Christ is the price; What was it 
worth? What, indeed, unless the 
whole earth? What indeed, but all 
nations. Surely they are ungrateful 
or supremely proud who say that it 
Was quite proper to redeem only the 
Africans, or that they are of such 
consequence that the price was offered 
for them alone. 

They should not be thus vain glori- 
ous. He gave what He gave for 
ALL.” 

Homily of St. Augustine.—Brev. 
Lenten Office of the Precious Blood. 


HE Society of the Divine Word 

(Steyl, Holland) at the request of 
Bishop Berlioz of Hakodate, will take 
up work on a new Mission in Japan 
the Hondo Island. Rev. Dr. John 
Weig, now in China, will take charge. 


OLLAND is small and is still suf- 
fering from the shock of the Prot- 
estant Revolt, but to-day Holland 
gives a striking example of charity 
to the world-wide Church, with 1200 
of her men and women, priests, 
brothers and nuns, spreading the 
gospel in other countries. She has 
17 houses for the training of mis- 
sionary priests and brothers, and 10 
convents for missionary sisters. 
Twelve magazines devoted to mis- 
sion work find readers in all parts 
of the kingdom and as many so- 
cieties exist to gather alms for these 
outside needs. 

The supply of home vocations 
is excellent in number and in spirit, 
while the proportion of Catholics is 
steadily rising. 

At present, out of a population 
of 5.600,000, there are 1,600,000 
Catholics. 


HE Paris Seminary for Foreign 
Missions still stands, while St. 
Sulpice and many neighboring re- 
ligious houses have been ordered 
vacated. There is no guarantee, how- 
ever, of security, and already valua- 
ble historical documents have been 
removed. A recent letter from one 
of the Directors announces that a 
procure has been established in Lon- 
don. 
WE learn that, notwithstanding 
her trial, France supplied last 
year nearly one-half the world-offer- 
ing for Catholic missions, her contri- 
bution being in excess of $600,000. 


This will not surprise those who real- 
ize the attitude of good Catholics in 
France towards this work, and the 
wide-spread knowledge of mission 
needs that obtains there. 

Nearly a million Catholics have 
made up this amount, and the indi- 
vidual contributions, which are largely 
confined to one cent a week, will 
doubtless be readily continued in spite 
of pressing needs. The missions have 
suffered however, and very keenly, 
through the withdrawal of larger 
gifts, which, up to the recent persecu- 
tion, have gone from France to the 
missions frequently and in generous 
amounts. 


HE Council of St. Joseph’s Mission 
Society of London includes sev- 

eral distinguished members of the 
laity, among whom are the Marquis 
of Ripon, K. G., President of the 
Council; the Lady Herbert of Lea; 
the Dowager Duchess of Newcastle; 
the Countess of Cottenham; the Dow- 
ager Lady Beaumont; Lady Mary 
Howard; the Hon. Mrs. Fraser; the 


Hon. Mrs. Codrington; Mrs. Am- 
brose Harmar; Miss Berners; Mrs. 


Rathbone; Miss Fox; Mrs. Chas. W. 
Clifford, Vice-President of the Coun- 
cil; Mr. John G. Kenyon. 


N Kingstown, Ireland, a Missionary 
Society, made up largely of the 
laity, has been established to provide 
priests for the Foreign Missions, es- 
pecially for China and the Far East. 
The original intention of this so- 
ciety, which is called the Archcon- 
fraternity of St. Joseph, was to sup- 
port ten Apostolic students, but at 
present it has twenty-one on its roll, 
four of whom are on perpetual burses 
founded for Chinese and other pagan 
missions. The young men are sent to 
different colleges and seminaries, and 
the fields of labor are likewise varied. 
Two students have already been 
raised to the priesthood and are now 
in Africa. 


RETINEAU-JOLY wrote in 1851 
that modern Jesuits have often 
been accused of accepting foreign mis- 
sions only when obliged to do so. M. 
Joly contradicts this statement by 
showing that out of 5,000 Jesuits, 518 
were even at that time on the mis- 
sions, 1. é@., one tenth,—the propor- 
tion always kept since the founda- 
tion of the Order. 

To-day, according to figures given 
in the current issue of the Amnals, 
at the beginning of last year, there 
were 4,290 Jesuits on the mission- 
field, out of a total membership of 

















THE LIFE OF 


JUST DE BRETENIERES 


Has been prepared by the 


REV. JOHN J, DUNN 


New York Diocesan Director of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith 


This is the simple story of a young missionary 
whose crown of martyrdom came to him after a brief 
ministry of two years. Copiously illustrated with 
original photographs and drawings. 

PRICE, $1.00 
CATHOLIC FOREIGN MISSION BUREAU 


15,661, so that the proportion has 
increased from one-tenth to one- 
fourth. 

The Annals adds that the number 
of Christians evangelized by the 
Jesuits in India, Ceylon, China, Africa 
and the New World, including the 
Philippine Islands,exceeds one mil- 
lion, one hundred thousand. 


T Dayton, Ohio, there is an Insti- 
tute of the Brothers of Mary. 
Members of this Society are in Shan- 
tung, China, but these have all been 
sent directiy from France. In Japan, 
however, the American province of 
this Society is represented at Naga- 
saki by Brothers Celestine and An- 
thony Ramback; at Osaka by the 
Rev. Nicholas Walter; at Tokio by 
Bro. Joseph Lenentz and Bro. August 
Walter; at Yokohama by Rev. Fer- 
dinand Spenner, Bro. Francis Herner 
and Bro. Xavier Antoni. 

Seven other brothers belonging to 
this Society came here from France 
and spent two years in the United 
States before going to Japan, where 
they are all now stationed. 
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SOME INTERESTING LETTERS. 


One of our young Boston China- 
men, Father Browne’s first con- 
vert, is visiting his home in the far 
fast. He went supplied with let- 
ters of introduction to a _ Boston 
layman, now in Hong Kong, and to 
several priests. ‘‘Joe Fie Ark’’ is his 
name, with ‘‘Aloysius’’ tucked in 
somewhere, and he has evidently 
made good and proper use of his 
letters. The Propagation of the 
Faith Director has already received 
news of him from the layman re- 
ferred to above, who writes: 


‘Our friend, ‘‘Joe Fie,”’ called to see mea 
few days ago and requested that I send you 
the enclosed letter. ‘Joe Fie’’ arrived in 
Hong-kong the latter part of October. The 
sea-trip did not seem to do him any good, 
as he was feeling rather poorly, so he said, 
so he decided to take a trip to his home in 
Hoipeng. He spent Christmas with the 
French missionary at Hoipeng. He thinks 
the church at Hoipeng is very pretty. He 
is apparently imbued with a great desire to 
get familiar with the missionary work in 
China and then he expects to return to the 
States to complete his studies. At present 
he is in Canton. He sends you his best re- 
gards. 

Sincerely yours, 
ee, |e Pau Oats 

With Mr. C.’s letter was enclosed 
another written in Latin by a na- 
tive Chinese priest stationed in Can- 
ton at the Cathedral. The letter and 
its translation follow: 


“Canton, le Hoi-pen* 06. 
Reverende Pater, 

Iste christianus nomine Aloy 
Dec. ad me venit pro festo h.tivitat 5 
Domini et mihi ostendit omnia a Vestra 
Reverentia scripta baptismi testimonia, 
ideo per istam occasionem Vestram Rever- 
entiam saluto per paucissimas litteras. 

Valete 


die 4 


j. B. Lim 


Sac indig.”’ 


Totus in Xto 
Die 25 Dec. 1906 


TRANSLATION. 


Reverend Father: 


This Christian, named Aloysius, 
came to me December 24 for the 
feast of the Lord’s Nativity and 


showed me the testimonies of bap- 
tism (etc.) written by your rever- 
ence; I take this occasion to greet 
your reverence with these few words 
Farewell 
Yours, all in Xt, 
J. B. Linn, 


December 25, 1906. Native Priest. 


HE Director of a Seminary in 
France lately received a letter 
from one of his former pupils, now 
on duty in China. Though not in- 
tended for publication, we quote the 
following pathetic request: 
‘‘When I was in the Seminary, one 
of my greatest pleasures was to walk 
in the rose garden of the court-yard. 
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I remember one bush of purple- 
tinted flowers which especially at- 
tracted me. You often asked why I 
preferred it to the others. That robe 
symbolized the robe of martyrdom 
which I long to wear some day. I 
never made known this wish to you 
because I felt that a sinner should 
leave such aspirations to saintly souls. 
But God has been so merciful to me 
that He seems to encourage me to 
hope for that incomparable grace. 
I beg you now to cut one of those 
purple roses and place it in my name 
at the feet of the Blessed Mother’s 
statue in the chapel, and whisper a 


JOSEPH FIE ARK, 

The First Chinese Convert in Bosion. 
prayer for me. The good Mother will 
understand. Oh! that she may ob- 
tain for me my desire!”’ 


letter from the Young Women 

Catechists in Canton, China, to 
the Boston Director of the Society for 
the Propagation of the Faith. 


[When the Editor of this paper began his 
ministry in Boston, he was placed over a 
Young Women’s Sodality. Since then he 
has found more or less difficulty in fully 
understanding the devout female sex, but 
after receiving the following document — 
the original is in Chinese and the transla- 
tion has been made by a French priest 
who studied English at a distance—he has 
concluded that many of his former difficul- 
ties were imaginary. | 





(The year has renewed, 

So do all the circumstances, 

Spring has come, 

The weather is changing.) 
“DEAR SIR: 

We are exceedingly glad that good 
and excellent health, your honor, are 
constantly enjoying with the daily 
advance in virtue. 

We beg to state that the native . 
customs here in the past are highly 
favorable to superstitions. It was our 
intention to have all the individuals 
saved; but owing to lack of virtue 
and ability our desire has not been 
perfectly fulfilled. We thank God 
for leading us into this 
convent, that we may culti- 
vate and practise virtue 
and be pure in heart. 

PRESENTLY St. FRANCIS 
who had rescued many a 
soul, was specially chosen 
as our master and whose 
good examples we expect 
to follow. We feel sorry 
to see so many women or 
girls are still overshadowed 
by the darkness of the 
world, know not God and 
often hopeless; on account 
that nobody has ever 
shown them or directed 
them. We all in the con- 
vent are only desirous to 
spread the holy name of 
Our Lord, our intention is 
to go abroad to make other 
people know Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and that their 
souls might be saved. 

With best compliments, 
God bless you, 

Very respectfully. 
CANTON, CHINA, 1907.” 
OUNTLESS souls, all 
made to the image of 
Jesus Christ, are today 
held captive by ignorance. 

You have the price of 
ransom for some,—let us 
say four, (there are at least 
four pagans to every Catholic.) If 
no breath of prayer comes from 
your lips, and not even a cent from 
your pocket for the purchase of these 
souls, who will release them and bring 
them unto the freedom of Christ? 


PREMIUM BOOKS 


Can you do better than to supply your 
pupils with reading matter that will interest 
while it edifies, holding before their minds 
the highest ideals of priestly service and 
self-denial? Use as a premium book this 
year one of the several publications men- 
tioned in this issue of The Field Afar. 
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THE APOSTOLIC VOCATION. 
BOUT twelve years ago, a parish 
priest in France placed in his 
church a statue of St. Anthony, and 
by its side a request box. One day 
he found in the box a strange pe- 
tition, in the handwriting of a boy. 
He read: ‘St. Anthony, if you ob- 
tain for me the grace to be a priest 
I will give you ten centimes (two 
cents). The priest read the little note 
and asked his assistant who the 
writer might be. On reflection, the 
younger priest recalled the sweet 
face of a child who had recently 
joined the first Communion class. 
The next day the good old pastor 
put the question to this boy and the 
little fellow, blushing, with down- 
cast eyes confessed that he was the 
author of the prayer. Some months 
later, with the help of these good 
priests, the boy entered on his course 
of studies. Last August he was or- 
dained to the priesthood, and before 
setting out for his distant mission in 
Manchuria, he returned to the church 
where he had made his petition and 
there, assisted by the two good friends 
of his boyhood, he celebrated the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 


ERE are some extracts found in 

the diary of John Baptifaud, a 
young missionary from the Paris Semi- 
nary, who was beheaded by infidels at 
Pien-Kio, September 16, 1874. 


“Thanks O my God for having separated 
me from the world, for having introduced 
me into the ranks of your saintly army, for 
having destined me to serve the Church in 
the most painful post, the most exposed 
and the most glorious.’’ (June 29, 1871, 
Sub-Deacon 


“Suffering is the nourishment of chosen 
souls, of the privileged souls belonging to 
Jesus Christ.” (May 19, 1872.) 

“There are for the priest joys which he 
alone tastes and knows about, above all 
when he suffers and makes sacrifices for 
God.” (July 17, 1872.) 


“I wish to be a saint”? (Sept. 21, 1872, 
7 A. M., at the moment of ordination to the 
priesthood.) 


“My God must I live and die then with- 
out making you loved!”’ 


“T wish to love, to love always, to love 
in joy, to love in sadness, in trials, tribula- 
tions, in temptations! O to love! May I 
love you always, O my God! May I love 
only you! May I love you because you 
love,—you! Because you are good, lovable 
and infinitely loving.”’ 


“O holy City, O heavenly country!” 


“Abode of Jesus and Mary, of my father 
and of my Mother! O my soul awake, 
courage! What do the enemies vexations 
of life, the lassitude, the anguish, the death 
of each day amount to? Heaven, heaven 
will make us forget them all.’’ (The years 
1873 and 1874 during his short apostolate. ) 


“Let us give our life for God, and let us 


be happy for having so good an opportunity 
to gain heaven.’ (September 15, 1874, his 
last address to the Christians of Pien-Kio.) 

“You can indeed kill me, but you will not 
prevent me from saying;—Ye Sou Kieon 
ngo, Jesus save me!”’ (September 16, 1874, 
last words at the moment of death.) 


PROTESTANT MISSIONS. 
A CONFERENCE of Christian Stu- 
dents of the World opened April 
3d in Tokio, Japan. Twenty-four 
nationalities were represented by 580 
delegates, of whom 400 were Orientals. 
The holding of the conference in 
Tokio is said to be especially pleas- 
ing to the Japanese, as it is the first 
international gathering of any kind 
that has been held in the Orient. 
They also welcome it because of the 
effective service which the Young 
Men’s Christian Association did 
among the Japanese soldiers during 
the late war. At the first session of 
the conference cordial messages of 
greeting were received from Viscount 
Hayashi and Mayor Makino of Osaka, 
as well as from President Roosevelt 
and several European statesmen. 
[N a Cincinnati publication, called 
“God’s Revivalist and Bible Ad- 
vocate,’’ issued March 14, 1907, we 
read that “Catholicism is much worse 
in heathen countries than in America.”’ 
We would charitably believe that the 
compositor made a slip and dropped 
the word“‘off”’ after “‘worse.’”’ But 
the article continues: ‘‘ Shall we, be- 
cause of our selfishness, see China’s 
little ones brought up Catholics, when 
we, by putting forth a little effort, can 
rescue them and train them to God? 
It 1s sad, but true, that we have to stand 
by and see the harvest go to waste, see 
the grain spoil for lack of reapers.” 
This shows pretty conclusively that 
the small amount we are sending to 
the missionaries is being put out at 
good interest. 
Protestant generosity towards Mis- 
sion work is well exemplified in 
the following paragraph which the 
American Board Secretary recently 


published: 
““A man in the West has just made a 
most extraordinary offer. He will as- 


sume the entire support of a missionary 
and his wife in China, including salary, 
outfit, traveling expenses, and, if neces- 
sary, building a house. The offer calls for 
$2,200 this year, and possibly even more 
during the second year. He assumed this 
obligation for thirty years, and is consid- 
ering providing in his will for its continu- 
ance when he is gone. He says: ‘When I 
realized that men of the character and 
abliity of your missionaries were willing 
to go to China or other foreign fields for 
such a small sum, I began to think seriously 
that I wanted to have a part in that work. 
Of course I am not the man to do it myself, 
for more reasons than one. However, if I 
furnish the means for a man to go to some 


An Inspiration to Youth. A Help to Con- 
versions. An Edification to All. 


The Lady Herbert’s 
Life of Théophane Vénard 


(The Venerable) 


under the title of 
A MODERN MARTYR 


Revised and Annotated by 
JAMES ANTHONY WALSH, M. AP. 


A non-Catholic, after reading this book 
said, “I want to know more about the 
Church that can produce in the 19th Cen- 
tury such a character as Théophane Vénard.” 


“ To it I owe my taste for and interest in 
foreign missionaries.””-— Bishop Casartelli, 
of Salford, England. 


“Exactly the character that must appeal to 
the hearts of readers, saintly, but individual 
and thoroughly human.”— Langdon Ward 
of the Boston Public Library. 

“] wish that every priest and every aspir- 
ant to the priesthood could read that book.’’ 
— Fr. Elliott, Paulist. 

“It is bound to do an immense amount 
of good for the cause.’’— Father Henry, 
Supt.-General of the Mill Hill Misssionaries. 


“The book will bear re-reading after you 
lay it down.”—Boston Ev’g Transcript. 


Price, Ninety Cents. 
Postpaid, $1.00. 
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field to make it his lifeework, a man who 
would not otherwise have gone, had I not 
stepped forward and provided the means, 
under such circumstances I could look at 
his work as my own work.’”’ 


The Old South Church in Boston 
has given $11,000 as its offering to 
Foreign Missions for this year. 


N Williamstown, Mass., not far from 
Williams College, a monument marks 
the site of the memorable Haystack meet- 
ing where Protestant foreign missions were 
practically born in the early part of the 
last century. The completion of the first 
hundred years of Protestant Missions has 
already been celebrated, and the new cen- 
tury of effort opens with a movement 
among the most prominent men in the 
business world who offer to finance the ex- 
tension of the work and to do all in their 
power to interest others. Already a large 
committee of laymen has been organized, 
to make a personal inspection of the mis- 
sions during the course of the present year. 
Thirty of these men are now abroad, 
twenty of whom attended the conference 
of Christian students in Tokio, referred to 
above. It is expected that before long 
fully one hundred representing different 
denominations will be found in various 
parts of the world. 
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OUR YOUNG APOSTLES. 
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BOYS AND GIRLS IN CHINA. 


My DEAR APOSTLES: 


Do you know why Father Ignatius 
wishes to number many boys and 
girls among his apostles? Why he 
would like to enlist an army of young 
laborers in the useful work of sowing 
fruitful seed in the field afar? Surely 
you can give some reasons: but will 
they be the correct ones? Well, to 
settle all doubts, he will let you into 
the secret. Some years ago Pope 
Pius IX. of blessed memory said— 
‘*He who comes to the help of an 
apostle will receive the reward of an 
apostle.”” That is the reason! Is it 
nota grandone? Youwillreceive the 
reward of an apostle if you only help 
priests, brothers and nuns to teach 
the truth to heathen nations. 

How can I help them, you ask? 
First, learn what you can about these 
heroes and make them known to 
others. Ask your friends to subscribe 
for THE FIELD AFAR, in whose pages 
these noble men and women will tell 
about their work. ‘God helps those 
who help themselves,’ and he wishes 
us to be his agents on earth. Why, 
my: dear apostles, you have often 
been given as much money for running 
one errand as a Chinaman gets for a 
hard day’s work—a Chinese soldier 
is paid about five cents a day, and 
yet some of these men often contrib- 
ute to assist the missionaries in their 
great work. 

They realize, what many grown 
people seem not to realize, that they 
are obliged to do their share in ex- 
tending the kingdom of God on earth. 
There is one fact you must never for- 
get, my dear apostles, and that is, 
there is only one true Church, and 
God will never be satisfied until an 
effort is made to invite every one to 
become a member of it. You can save 
a soul! Now, my dear apostles, won’t 
you do it? The poor Catholic mission- 
ary can only hold out his hands to 
you, and say, “Oh, my good young 
apostles, help us. Get your parents, 
sisters, brothers, friends to help us to 
live, to build schools and chapels, 
that these good, simple, willing, per- 
plexed Chinese may be saved.”’ 





A YOUNG MARTYR. 

Let me tell you about a young 
martyr, a Chinese altar boy. He was 
only thirteen years old, the son of a 
government official. His name was 
Peter Liou. His father had been bap- 
tized and was afterwards martyred. 
The poor boy, who became a Catho- 
lic like his father, was badly treated 
by his mother and sisters who re- 
mained heathens. The ministers of 
justice were on the lookout for Catho- 
lics, and Peter, knowing that he would 
sooner or later be arrested, went to 
the tribunal and gave himself up. 
He was tortured eight times, and re- 
ceived more than six hundred blows 
of the ‘‘rod.”’ He was struck forty 
times with a heavy plank which 
crushed his poor little body. The 
great firmness with which he bore 











ters which pleased him very much— 
one from a little lady, Claire Decker, 
in Cambridge—and one from a stu- 
dent of St. Thomas Seminary, Hart- 
ford, Conn. Both are doing good 
work for the missionaries. Father 
Ignatius thanks both, and hopes ‘to 
hear from a great many others. 
A CHINESE CHAPEL. 

Did you ever see a Chinese chapel? 
Do you know how the Chinese pray? 
They sing their prayers. Some peo- 
ple say they sing well, others think 
differently. All, however, agree in 
praising the deep piety and attention 
which they show when engaged in 
talking to God. 

Their churches are not as nice as 
ours; in a few there are kneeling 
benches; in most, mats are spread on 





A FIRST COMMUNION CLASS IN CHINA 


all amazed his exeeutioners. He took 
little bits of his flesh which were 
hanging to his body, and threw them 
down before the judges with a smile. 
In prison he was an apostle. He en- 
couraged the other prisoners to die 
for Jesus Christ. To a grown man, 
who was a little afraid, he said, ‘‘I 
am only a boy—you should give me 
courage,— but I must give it to you. 
Be yourself and die for Jesus Christ.” 
Peter Liou was choked to death 
in Corea, Oct. 31, 1839. My dear 
apostles, there are other young boys 
and girls, too, in foreign countries, 
just as full of faith and courage. 
Many more will be Catholics if you 
help us to get the means to send 
priests to them. Come now—all to- 
gether—lend a hand, and make known 
to everybody that you are apostles. 
Father Ignatius received two let- 


the earth, and upon these the Chinese 
Catholics kneel to follow the same 
ceremonies and prayers which you 
follow in your prayer books at Mass. 
During a part of the Mass the cele- 
brant wears a big hat—a concession 
to Chinese tastes. During the Holy 
Sacrifice the people continue to chant 
their prayers. 
FATHER IGNATIUS, 


62 Union Park St., 
Boston, Mass. 








A Chance for Our Young Apostles, 





For FIVE New Subscriptions: 
A ‘Propagation of the Faith Emblem.’ 


For TEN New Subscriptions: 


A ‘Modern Martyr,’ or ‘An American 
Missionary,’ or ‘Thoughts,’ in leather. 




















‘Gather up the fragments that remain 
lest they be lost.’ ee cya Vi., 12. 





. JAMES ANTHONY WALSH, M. ei 
DIRECTOR IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOSTON, 
62 Union Park Street, - Boston, Mass. 


Pe rayers are jlo for these nee d 
members of the S. P. F.: 

Mrs. Ellen McNally Mrs. Daniel McDermott 
Mary Harrington (Mrs. Mary Harrington 
John McCool |Mrs. Margaret Kelley 
Michael Lane [James McCabe 

James H. McMain [Josephine Chamberlain 
Matthew Farley (Mrs. Elizabeth Joubert 
Mary McColgan /Margaret A. Gorman 
Eliza McQuaid Mrs. William Callahan 
Frank McMahon /|Margaret W. Dalton 
Alice Ryan iMrs. Nora Callaghan 
Bridget Benson [Patrick Rourke 

Reine Boudreau (John Glynn 

Julia M. O’Hara John P. Walsh 

Mrs. Jane Howe j|John Hogan 
Hannah L.Sweeney/Mary Hogan 

Margaret Brothers Mary Young 

Thomas Clidley [Patrick Murphy 
Michael Lane [Jor anna Woods 

James Horgan IP. J. McLaughlin 
Bridget Donnelly (Mrs. Catherine McAleer 
Mrs. P. O’Hearn Mrs. Rosanna Eaton 
James Connors (Frank Secorone 

John Moylan Bridget Moffitt 

James Garvey [Hannah Garvey 

Mary McManus Mrs. M. McLaughlin 
John J. Cummisky |John Howard 

Mrs .Ellen McNally\John O’Brien 

John A. O’Brien /[Mrs. John Kearney 
Mrs. Margaret May|Mrs. Mary Kramer 
Daniel O’ Brien \James Hayes 

Miss C. T. Hayes {Timothy Callaghan 
Mrs. Breen Mrs. Bridget Bowler 
Annie Hurley [Thomas Walsh 

Mary Duggan William Danchy 
George Pelletier Mrs. Margaret Webber 
John Nevins |\James Crowley 

Mrs. Mary Adams |Mrs. Katie McDevitt 
Daniel O’Brien [Daniel O’Connor 


SPECIAL donation of twenty 
dollars, followed by a perpetual 


membership offering, came recently 
to the diocesan office through the 


Rev. Francis J. Glynn from one of 
his earnest parishioners, Miss Mar- 
garet F. Buckley. Miss Buckley has 
been a constant benefactor, having 
already secured several perpetual 
memberships. 
LAYMAN, alluding to his pastor’s 
interest in the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith, remarked 
that every time he heard this priest’s 


THE FIELD AFAR 


earnest appeal for the missions he 
gained a deeper insight into a thor- 
oughly unselfish heart. The interest 
taken by priest or layman in the work 
of remote missioners, indicates a true 
faith and an unquestioning charity 
that are as praiseworthy as they are 
admirable. 


I? is our growing belief that no 

Catholic effort attracts men more 
strongly than the work of our mis- 
sionaries, men and women, who toil 
heroically against mighty odds on 
the field afar. Men who visit the 
diocesan office, and they are by no 
means few, are always keenly inter- 
ested and carefully note what they 
see and hear. As a rule, and with 
proverbial backwardness, they fear 
to disclose their names. One such 
called during Easter week. The 
Director was out at the time, but on 
his return he found an envelope which 
contained a generous offering + and 
was labelled—‘‘The fruit of my Len- 
ten abstinence from smoking.” 


TW O gilts, 


quite out of the ordi- 


nary, have been received, one 
of $100 to buy a horse for Father 
Verbrugge, in the Philippines; the 


other, a present of the new Catholic 
Encyclopedia for Father Ferrand’s 
students in Tokio. 

Neither of these gifts was solicited 
and both came, prompted by the 
thoughtful and generous heart of a 
noble Christian woman, whose hard 
earnings have gone almost in their 
entirety to the support of God’s 
work. There is hardly a charity in 
the city of Boston or its suburbs, 
and there has been scarcely one na- 
tional need pressed upon the atten- 
tion of American Catholics during 
the past score of years which this 
benefactor has not tried to meet ac- 


cording to her means. 
HE was typical of his class,—this 
man of childlike faith and 


worldly prudence. He found the 
Director one evening last month at 
the Cathedral residence, and ex- 
pressed ‘his desire to invest a little 
money in the cause of Catholic mis- 
sions. The Director passed with his 
visitor across the narrow street to 
the unpretentious offices of the So- 
ciety, lighted the gas and sat down, 
wondering if this was to be a sub- 
scription to THE FieLtp Arar or a 
Special Membership of six dollars. 
He was soon undeceived. The visitor 
laid a paper on the desk, calling the 
Director’s attention to ten names, six 
of departed relatives, and four of the 
living. “‘My brother and I,” he said, 
“have lately become interested in 





We 
and we try to do our 
our parish, 
but we be- 
better 
spiritual investment than to secure 


this great work of the Church. 
are not rich, 
duty towards our family, 
and all home charities, 
lieve that we can make no 


for ourselves and for our relatives the 
prayers of missionaries and a share 
in their sacrifices. We ask simply 
that no mention be made of our 
names.” 

As the Director 
packages of bills appeared on the 
surface of the desk, which counted 
exactly $400,—the offering for ten 
perpetual memberships. May God 
give some special blessing to these 


looked up, two 


two men in return for their Christ- 
like charity! 
OME dainty napkin rings from 
Osaka, Japan; catechisms from 
China—printed in Chineseand French; 
a complete set of Lettres Edifiantes 
and Annales from France,—all of 


these interesting additions have been 
made to the treasures of the diocesan 


office since the last issue of THE 
FIELD AFAR. 
CKNOWLEDGEMENT is made 


of several sets of used vestments 
received from the nuns at the Mission 
Church, Roxbury; several viaticum 
burses from the Rev. John T. Mullen, 
D. C. L., Rector of the Cathedral; 
fifteen books of instruction; and a 
large quantity of used stamps. 
CONDITIONS OF MEMBERSHIP IN S. P. F. 

To become a member of the Society 
for the Propagation of the Faith, 
whose aim is to assist by prayers and 
alms Catholic missionaries, it is neces- 
sary— 

(1) To recite daily for the Missions 
one Our Father and one Hail Mary, 
with this invocation: St. Francis Xavier, 
pray for us; and 

(2) To contribute to the Society at 
least five (5) cents monthly, or sixty 
(60) cents a year in alms for the Mis- 
sions. 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS. 

When it is not convenient to join a 
BAND OF TEN, individuals may become 
members by performing the required 
prayers and alms. In this case they 
should communicate with the Dro- 
CESAN DIRECTOR. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 

Friday, May 3d, The Feast of the Find- 
ing of the Holy Cross, will mark the eighty- 
fifth anniversary of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith. 

On that day, or within the octave, all 
members may gain a Plenary Indulgence. 








CONTRIBUTION BOX. 
WANTED. 

1.—200 subscriptions at fifty cents 
each to be applied to Catholic stu- 
dents. 

2.—100 subscriptions for mission- 
aries in different parts of the world. 

3.—Small offerings from many to 
enable us to send sample copies of 
THE Fie_p Arar to Catholic institu- 
tions, to priests, Catholic teachers, 
physicians, lawyers and others whose 
positions enable them to influence 
others. 


OHN FONG YING of Union §q., 

Somerville, is the first Chinese 

subscriber to THE Fretp Arar. His 
photo appeared in the March issue. 


BOSTON layman, whose friend- 
ship for the missions is sincere and 
constant, recently sent a gift of money 
to supply missionaries with copies of 
THE Fietp Arar. No fewer than 
twenty-two priests and nuns will be 
supplied through this act of gener- 
osity. 
ET ten subscribers to THE FIELD 
AFAR at fifty cents each. Send 
five dollars by P. O. order, check, or 
registered letter; or bring this amount 
if you prefer, to the Diocesan Office 
of the Society for the Propagation 
of the Faith. You will receive in re- 
turn a copy of ‘‘A Modern Martyr.” 
CAMERA sent to China has 
reached its destination, and finds 
a welcome, as is evident from the fol- 
lowing lines received lately on a pic- 
ture-postal from Father Fraser. We 
have sent the acknowledgment to 
Father Fraser’s benefactor, a young 
man in Lynn. 


WENCHoOwW, CHINA, Feb. 27,’07 

‘DEAR FATHER WALSH, 

Notice has just come that the camera 
sent me has arrived at Shang-hai and I will 
have it in about a week’s time. I will make 
it do all I can for you. 

I received The Field Afar and congratu- 
late you on the splendid enterprise you 
have begun for the great cause. Praying 
our dear Lord to bless it and prosper it, 
till it sees its great end accomplished, 
namely the conversion of the entire heathen 
world to the true faith, I remain, 

Yours faithfully in Christ, 
WILLIAM FRASER. 





[Word has just been received from Father 
Fraser that the long expected camera has 
reached him.] 


ISTER Xavier also writes her ac- 
knowledgment of a little Brownie 
camera, sending at-the same time the 
films which she has already used. 
These will be returned for develop- 
ment to the donor. 
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HE Boston Public Library re- 


cently subscribed for THE 
FieLp Arar. A friend has also in- 
stalled the little missioner in the 


North Adams Library, where it has 
beer received with evident pleasure. 
Why not place it in many other city 
and town libraries? And why not 
also install “A Modern Martyr?” 
How can the marvellous heroism of 
Catholic missionaries appeal to peo- 
ple unless their attention is called to 
it? 

To whom do public libraries be- 
long, if not to the public? If Catholic 
reading matter cannot be found 
therein, perhaps it is our own fault. 
If we do not request it, we can hardly 
expect provision to be made by non- 
Catholics, however well disposed they 
may be. 


GRATEFUL WORDS. 


. ... You cannot know what a conso- 
lation it is for a missionary to know that 
there is at least some one who has the heart 
and the will to say a word for him and 
his work, and so procure him the pecuniary 
help he needs. May our Divine Master 
reward you for this zeal in His cause, and 
may I ask you for a memento in the Holy 
Sacrifice, that I may become a missionary 
according to the Sacred Heart’s intentions. 
Believe me, 

Very sincerely yours in Jesus Christ, 

Rev. WILFRED M. Haram, O. F.M 


“‘T am firmly convinced,’’ writes a priest 
in the Archdiocese of Boston, ‘that until 
the true value of the soul be grasped or 
realized, the Apostolic spirit will never be 
enkindled, much less brought to perfect 
maturity and fruitfulness in the hearts of 
our American youth. 

‘‘Last week, I chanced to call at a book- 
store on Cornhill, and while there, found 
a volume of Sermons by Cardinal Manning. 

‘‘ Among other subjects, it contained the 
following: 

‘““*r, St. Vincent’s Love of Souls.’ 

“*2. Our Duty to the Heathen.’ 

“3. Missions to the Heathen a test 
of Love.’ 

4. ‘‘‘The Negro Mission.’ 

“In one of the sermons the Cardinal 
asks the question, ‘Why are we bound to 
have this thirst for souls? And first, what 
is a soul? Have you ever appreciated 
what it is? Next after God, it is the most 
glorious and the most precious of all be- 
ings that exists. (2) If we would appre- 
ciate the value of a soul we must endeavor 
to understand how God loves every soul 
that He has created. (3) And then again; 
‘every soul is purchased by the Blood of 
Jesus: and the purchase price fixes its 
worth.’ (4) Another reason is because 
every soul is in such danger of perishing. 
““*A soul is the most perfect, the most 
precious work of God. There is nothing 
more beautiful than a soul, except God 
alone.’ 

“Would that we could impress these 
ideas on every Catholic mind!” 


WENTY dollars will free a slave 

in Africa. Whoever gives this 

amount becomes the adoptive parent 

of the child and has the privilege of 
suggesting the baptismal name. 





Send The Field Afar to 


some friend. 


MONEY VALUES 1N CHINA. 


WENCHow, CHINA, 
Nov. 14, 1906. 
REV. DEAR FATHER: , 

Iam ever so grateful to you for the five 
dollars you sent. Every little helps, but 
by no means can we call five dollars a little, 
considering what can be done with it here. 
For instance, a nurse for a poor outcast 
baby can be hired for five dollars a year. 
The babies remain with the nurses through- 
out the district, till they are able to walk, 
when they are brought to the Orphan Asy- 
lum at Wenchow, conducted i" native 
Sisters, Virgins of Purgatory,—a congre- 
gation founded by our Bishop several 
years ago. A girl in this institution can 
be cared for, brought up, clothed, and edu- 
cated for ten dollars a year. We have a 
school in this city where our poor Catholic 
boys can receive board and education for 
about five dollars a year. We can rent a 
chapel comprising apartments for the cate- 
chist for about five dollars a year. For two 
dollars and a half we can buy two large 
candlesticks and a crucifix for a chapel 
altar. 

A catechist can be had for a salarv of 
thirty dollars a year, on which he suppo«ts 
his family and devotes himself exclusively 
to the work of the mission. Some of these 
zealous men are given charge of two or 
more Christian communities. There are 
other catechists to be had for ten dollars 
a year. These preach, instruct and con- 
duct prayers in their chapels on Sundays 
and holydays; they administer baptism, 
visit the sick and dying and oversee funer- 
als and marriages, lest any superstition 
enter therein; but they are permitted to 
follow their temporal calling working in 
the rice fields or at their trade. See there- 
fore, dear Father, what an amount of good 
can be done here with a few dollars! We 
could increase these good works a hundred- 
fold would our means permit us. Perhaps 
there is no place in the world where souls 
can be saved at less expense than here in 
China. Lacking means and missionaries, 
millions of immortal souls cannot be 
reached, have not yet heard the sweet 
names of Jesus and Mary. In our district 
of Wenchow alone there are ten thousand 
towns in which a missionary or catechist 
has not yet set foot. It is hard to see these 
generations passing away in darkness to 
the grave when they can be won over so 
easily to the Sacred Heart of our Divine 
Lord. 

Later on I hope to send you something 
in the literary line that may help our poor 
mission. I have no photos at present but 
will endeavor to procure some. If I hada 
camera I would try my hand at the art. 
Once more offering my grateful thanks to 
you, dear father, and to all your dear mem- 
bers in the Society, I remain, 

Yours sincerely in the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and Mary, 
Wo. FRASER 


AN appreciation of the foreign mis- 

sions will certainly make us 
more catholic in our view of the 
Church, and will strengthen our 
spiritual life by the examples of self- 
denial which the foreign apostolate 
is constantly. producing. 
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CHINESE PROVERBS. 


A wise man forgets old grudges. 


What cannot be told had better not be 
done. 

What is told in the ear is often heard a 
hundred miles away. 

The error of one moment becomes the 
sorrow of a whole life. 

The. gem cannot be polished without 
friction, nor man perfected without trials. 

When a tree is felled, its shadows disap- 
pear. (The desertion of the great by their 
parasites. ) 

A vacant mind is open to all sugges- 
tions, as the hollow mountain returns all 
sounds. 

A wise man adapts himself to circum- 
stances, as water shapes itself to the vessel 
that contains it. 
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APPEAL FOR MISSIONARY STUDENTS. 


EPIPHANY APOSTOLIC COLLEGE 


is an institution where young aspirants for negro 
mission work make their preparatory studies. 

We ask our brother clergy to interest them- 
selves in vocations for this work. For further infor- 
mation address Rev. J. A. St. Laurent, Rector, 

Walbrook, Baltimore, Md. 





The Old House of DONAHOE & CO. 
657 Washington St., Room 2. Established in 1835 (72 years) 


STEAMSHIP TICKETS to and from all parts of 
the world on all lines, at lowest rates. 

MONEY SENT to all parts of the world by tele- 
graph. When in “_ you should feel secure 
about money matters. or travelers’ use no other 
means is more convenient or safer than the Drafts 
issued by this firm. They are drawn for any amount, 
and Seraph by all banks and merchants throughout 
the.Old World Foreign Money (coin and bank notes) 
bought and sold. 


TRINITY COLLEGE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


For Higher Education of Women. 


A Catholic Institution for the Higher Education 
of Women. ss ee 

Beautifully located in the Immediate Vicinity of 
the Catholic University. ee 

Incorporated under the laws of the District of 
Columbia, with full powers to confer Collegiate 
Degrees, and registered by the University of the 
State of New York. 

Conducted by the Sisters o: Notre Dame of 
Namur. 

For particulars address THE SECRETARY of 
the College. 


ACADEMY OF THE ASSUMPTION 
WELLESLEY HILLS, MASS. 


This Academy, situated in the suburbs of Boston, 
is only a few miles from the city. It is on the line 
of the Boston and Albany Railroad. The location is 
one of the most healthful and picturesque in New 
England. The grounds are extensive, affording am- 
ple advantage for out-door exercise. The curriculum 
of studies is thorough and comprehensive, embracing 
all the branches necessary for a refined education. 
For particulars as to terms for boarders or day pu- 


ils apply to 
sates SISTER SUPERIOR. 


Attached to the Academy is a preparatory school 
for boys between the ages of 5 and 14. he object 
of this school is to give such a general education as 
will fit pupils to enter college. 


‘THE FIELD AFAR’ IS 
FIFTY CENTS A YEAR 
SUBSCRIBE NOW 





THE CATHOLIC 
MUSIC PUBLISHING COMPANY 


Publishers and Importers of Catholic Church 
and School Music. 


167 TREMONT STREET, 
Telephone, Oxford 199. 


The W. J. FEELEY COMPANY 


Ecclesiastical Art Metal Workers 
GOLD, SILVER AND BRASS 


MEDALISTS 
Rhode Island. 


BOSTON. 








Providence, 





The Will & Baumer Company, 


CANDLES 
All Grades, All Colors, Plain and Decorated. 
Bleachers and Refineis of Bees Wax. 
Manufacturers of Stearic Acid, Glycerine, Red Oil. 
71-73 Broad St., Boston, Mass. 
Puone, Marn 890. 
Main Office and Factories, Syracuse, N. Y.; New 
York Office, 18 Murray St.; Ch'cago Office, 199 
East Madison St. 





THOS, J, FLYNN & 60. 


Wholesale and Retail 


Catholic Church Goods and 
Religious Articles 


| All the Latest Catholic Publications on Hand 


62 AND 64 ESSEX STREET, BOSTON 





THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF 
AMERICA, WASHINGTON, D.C. 


In acdit® « to the courses of study leading to ad- 
vanced degrees hitherto offered, the University now 
provides, for the young Catholic layman, undergrad- 
uate courses leading to the degrees — 

BACHELOR oF ARTS; BACHELOR oF Laws; 
BACHELOR oF SCIENCE. 

For announcements and detailed information con- 

cerning courses, address 
THe SECRETARY OF THE UNIVERSITY, 
Washington, D. C. 





GREY NUNS’ HOME 
For Young Women, 


Boarp anp Room FuRNISHED BY THE Day oR WEEK 
AT A MODERATE CHARGE. Tourists ACCOMMODATED. 


89 UNION PARK STREET 


BOSTON » MASS. 
Near Holy Cross Cathedral, South End 





MOUNT SAINT JOSEPH ACADEMY 
BRIGHTON, MASS., 
Boarding and Day School for Young Ladies, 


Offers to its patrons exceptional advantages as re- 
gards healthful situation and breadth of culture, 
whether physical, mental or moral. 


Courses offered include preparation f 1 
Normal School and Commercial Pursuits. saat 


For further particulars apply to 
SISTER SUPERIOR. 





MT. ST. MARY’S ACADEMY 
MANCHESTER, N. H. 
Conducted by the Sisters of Mercy. 


Preparative, Academic, and Elective Courses, with 
Music, Art, Elocution, Plain Sewing 
and Fancy Work. 
For Catalogue Apply to 
MOTHER SUPERIOR. 





BOSTON ACADEMY OF NOTRE DAME 
A Select Day School for Young Ladies. 


Founded in 1853 and chartered by the State Legisla- 
ture in 1865. It is conducted by the Sisters of Notre 
Dame (Namur) and issituated on Berkeley Street, 
south of Boylston, which renders it easy of access by 
electric cars from all parts of the city and suburbs. 


Address: SISTER SUPERIOR. 





NOTRE DAME ACADEMY 
ROXBURY, MASS. 
A Select Boarding School, conducted by the Sisters 
of Notre Dame (Namur). 
Preparatory and advanced courses in Art, Languages 
(Classical and Modern), and Music. Location beauti- 
ful. Founded in 1854. Address, 
Supgriorgess, Nortre Dams ACADEMY 
2893 WASHINGTON STREET. Roxbury, Mass. 
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